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Junked  Vehicles 
Save  Energy 

The  steel  fence  post  you  see  beside  the  road  fencing  in  a  herd 
of  cattle  may  be  your  old  car.  That  car  helped  save  the  nation 
energy. 

Since  June  1974  when  the  junk  vehicle  collection  program 
began,  36,234  vehicles  have  been  collected  and  crushed  producing 
38,959  tons  of  scrap  metal  representing  4.46  million  gallons  of 
fuel  saved  when  energy  savings  are  translated  into  that  equivalent. 

Montana's  crushed  vehicles  are  usually  sent  to  rolling  mills  on 
the  West  coast  where  the  ferrous  scrap  is  used  to  make  fence 
posts  and  concrete  reinforcement  bar.  This  program  is  nearly  a 
total  recycling  project  since  everything  is  reused  except  the  ob- 
vious items  such  as  tires. 

Although  the  legislation  providing  for  the  program  establishes 
it  state-wide,  it  is  administered  at  the  county  level  with  the  state 
redistributing  the  fees  collected  locally  to  support  the  effort 
according  to  each  county's  needs.  This  financing  method  allows 
the  state  to  recognize  that  the  per  vehicle  collection  costs  in  large, 
sparsely  populated  counties  are  greater  than  those  in  urban  areas. 

The  program  has  been  called  a  "beautification"  project  since  it 
rids  the  state  of  unsightly  junkers  while  others  praise  its  "energy 
conservation"  and  "resource  conservation"  aspects. 

In  1 977,  8,596  vehicles  were  picked  up,  most  of  them  scat- 
tered throughout  the  countrysides  of  the  state.  This  benefits 
every  Montanan  who  travels  in  the  state  and  appreciates  un- 
spoiled scenery  as  well  as  enhancing  the  enjoyment  of  tourists. 

The  energy  and  resource  savings  of  the  program  are  docu- 
mented by  the  Institute  of  Scrap  Iron  and  Steel.  According  to 
the  Institute's  publication,  "Phoenix  Quarterly",  Winter  1977: 
"The  fact  that  using  ferrous  scrap  for  steelmaking  provides  74 
percent  in  energy  savings  is  extremely  significant.  When  its 
additional  ecological  advantages  -  86  percent  lower  air  pollution, 
76  percent  less  water  pollution,  90  percent  savings  in  virgin 
materials  and  97  percent  fewer  mining  wastes  are  considered,  the 
central  importance  of  recycling  to  environmental  planning  should 
be  apparent." 


Finally,  the  program  is  complementary  to  private 
motor  vehicle  wrecking  facilities.  Private  salvage 
businesses  provide  a  method  of  recycling  the  "good 
junk"  and  reusable  parts  which  helps  keep  vehicles 
in  operation  several  years  longer.  The  public  pro- 
gram is  primarily  concerned  with  collecting  the 
abandoned  vehicles  which  are  basically  litter 
problems,  autos  with  parts  not  in  demand,  or 
those  not  economically  advantageous  to  the 
junk  dealer. 

That  old  car  of  yours  which  the  junk  vehicle 
program  collected  is  helping  the  state  in  many 
ways. 


Helena  says 
"Wrap  your  fish 
in  something  else." 

"Helena  has  one  of  the  most  exemplary  collection  and  disposal 
systems  In  the  state.  Instead  of  resting  on  our  laurels,  however, 
we  propose  to  continue  Helena's  role  as  a  leader  of  Imaginative 
and  Innovative  solutions  to  the  management  of  solid  waste, " 
states  a  report  to  the  Helena  Citizens  Council  by  its  Solid  Waste 
Task  Force. 

The  Report  details  the  potential  for  recycling  newsprint  in 
Helena  and  recommends  adoption  of  a  comprehensive  collection 
and  sales  program.  Its  recommendations  were  recently  accepted 
by  the  Helena  City  Council  and  the  city  is  on  its  way  toward  an 
"imaginative  and  innovative  solution." 

The  Task  Force  evolved  from  interest  expressed  during  public 
hearings  on  solid  waste  management  problems  by  the  Helena 
Citizen's  Council  in  August  1 977.  The  final  report  concluded  six 
months  of  research  and  labor  by  its  members. 

Their  findings  include: 

**Approximately  900  tons  of  newsprint  waste  per  year  are 
generated  within  the  Helena  city  limits.  Paper  comprises  38.2 
percent  of  the  city's  waste  and  recyclable  newsprint  comprises 
nearly  six  percent  of  Helena's  yearly  landfill  tonnage.  If  all  this 
waste  newsprint  could  be  collected  and  sold  to  an  interested 
buyer,  it  would  be  worth  $36,000  at  $40  a  ton  and  $63,000 
at  $70  a  ton. 

**Currently,  recycled  newsprint  is  a  commodity  in  great 
demand  selling  at  record  high  prices.  Nearby  markets  are  offering 
from  $35.00  to  $70.00  per  ton.  Favorable  contract  terms  for  the 
city  i.e.  shipping  arrangements,  price  increase  allowances,  and 
market  stability  are  available. 

**lncorporating  a  newsprint  recycling  program  within  the 
Helena  Sanitation  Department's  existing  and  regular  garbage  pick 
up  service  with  an  easily  adaptable  method  offers  the  greatest 
potential  of  success.  The  system  suggested  is:  separation  of 
newsprint  at  the  source  i.e.  home,  office,  etc.;  saving  and  bund- 
ling it  or  putting  it  in  a  paper  sack  then  place  it  with  other 
garbage  on  regular  collection  days.  The  newsprint  is  then  loaded 
into  special  racks  attached  to  the  bottom  of  existing  collection 
vehicles  by  city  crews  and  unloaded  into  a  waiting  semi-trailer  at 
the  landfill  site. 

The  report  details  potential  markets  for 
Helena's  newsprint  and  contract  considerations 
such  as  price,  transportation  and  preparation. 
Several  of  the  Montana  markets  reflect  the  in- 
creased use  of  newsprint  in  the  production  of 
cellulose  insulation.  The  City  Council  will  now 
develop  its  contract  guidelines  and  request  bids 
from  interested  buyers. 

The  Task  Force  also  found  in  their  review  of 
other  newsprint  recycling  programs  that  the 
key  to  success  is  public  education.  The  level  of 
participation  is  directly  proportional  to  the  de- 
gree and  intensity  of  the  public  information 
projects  associated  with  the  program.  So,  if 
you  live  in  Helena,  you  can  soon  expect  to  hear 
the  admonition:  "Find  something  else  to  wrap 
your  fish  in.  We  recycle  old  newspapers  here." 


Terry  Trash  has  a  Visitor 

The  old  man  stomped  into  my  office  and  shouted,  "What's 
all  this  planning  you're  doing  about  our  garbage?  Planning  never 
gets  anything  done." 

Now,  I've  been  a  good  mayor  of  this  town  for  many  years  and 
we've  got  good  people  here.  >  don't  like  to  hear  anyone  come  in 
and  suggest  that  any  of  us  would  take  on  a  project  that  won't 
produce  results. 

"Listen,  Mister,"  I  shouted.  Then  I  remembered  my  wife  had 
suggested  I  learn  to  control  my  temper.  So  I  changed  my  style. 
"Why  don't  you  sit  down  and  let's  discuss  what  we're  doing." 

He  slumped  in  my  visitors  chair  with  a  suspicious  look  on  his 
face  as  though  he  dared  me  to  convince  him  we  were  right. 

"Tell  me,  do  you  think  we  have  a  problem  with  the  trash  and 
garbage  in  this  town?  Have  you  been  out  to  the  dump  and  look- 
ed at  it  lately?"  I  asked. 

He  nodded.  "Well,  yes.  There  are  some  problems  out  there. 
It  looks  like  it's  filling  up  pretty  fast." 

"Have  you  seen  the  rows  of  newer  houses  on  McDonald's  old 
farm?" 

He  nodded.  "Yes,  but..." 

I  interrupted  him.  Gladys  says  I  shouldn't  but  sometimes  you 
have  to.  "Those  new  houses  mean  more  people.   More  people 
mean  more  garbage.  More  garbage  means  our  dump  will  fill  up 
even  faster.  What  do  you  think  we  should  do  about  it?" 

He  glared  at  me.  "I  certainly  don't  have  all  the  answers." 

This  time,  I  nodded.  "No  one  does  without  knowing  what  all 
the  problems  are.  We  need  to  know  how  many  people  we  can 
expect  to  move  here  during  the  next  few  years.  We  need  to  know 
what  kinds  and  how  much  garbage  we're  going  to  have.  We've 
got  to  have  a  plan.  If  you  have  a  problem  in  your  business,  you 
study  it  don't  you?" 

He  had  to  nod  yes  one  more  time. 

"Then  you  study  all  the  possible  solutions,  don't  you?" 

"Yep",  he  mumbled. 

"Then  you  devise  a  plan  based  on  that  information  and  carry 
it  out,  right?" 

He  was  starting  to  look  a  little  uncomfortable  so  I  didn't  wait 
for  him  to  answer. 

"That's  what  we're  doing."  1  stood  up  and  walked  around  my 
desk.  "And  we  need  people  like  you  helping  us.  There's  a  meet- 
ing tomorrow  night  of  our  solid  waste  planning  committee.  I 'd 
like  for  you  to  come." 

After  he  left,  I  thought  of  all  my  friends  across  the  state  trying 
to  solve  the  solid  waste  problems  in  their  communities  and  all  the 
people  we  need  to  help  us  both  in  our  planning  and  just  being 
concerned. 

You  know,  I'm  really  glad  he  took  the  time  to  come  in  and 
find  out  what's  going  on.  With  enough  interested  citizens  we  can 
solve  any  old  problem. 

MEET  MORE  OF  TERRY  TRASH'S  FRIENDS  WHO  HAVE 
STARTED  THEIR  LOCAL  PLANNING  EFFORTS: 


from  the 
MAILBOX 

Dear  SWMB, 

We  have  just  received  our  application  for  licensing  our  dump. 
The  problem  is  that  we're  in  the  middle  of  our  area  wide  planning 
effort  and  we  haven't  chosen  the  site  for  a  possible  area-wide 
landfill  but  we  don't  expect  to  keep  our  old  one.  Do  we  have  to 
submit  this  application? 

Signed:  In  Between 

Dear  In  Between 

The  Bureau  is  taking  your  type  of  problem  Into  consideration. 
Those  areas  involved  in  planning  with  the  Bureau's  approval  may 
receive  an  extension  for  submitting  their  applications.  However, 
we  do  request  that  you  contact  us  about  it  specifically  to  prevent 
misunderstandings.  We  are  always  available  to  help  you  with  any 
problems  which  may  arise  in  developing  your  applications.  So 
when  the  time  comes,  give  us  a  call. 

Dear  SWMB, 

I  hear  you  can't  buy  fish  in  Helena.  Is  this  true? 

Signed  Mackrel  Smacker 

Dear  Mackrel, 

NO,  NO,  NO!  That  rumor  got  started  because  the  city  is  plan- 
ning an  extensive  newsprint  recycling  program  and  the  joke  has 
been  "but  what  will  we  wrap  our  fish  in?"  Read  all  about  it  in 
the  accompanying  article. 

Signed:  The  Staff  of  the  Solid  Waste  Management  Bureau 

Rules  for  Solid  Waste 
Management  Act  in  Effect 

The  rules  for  the  Montana  Solid  Waste  Managetnent  Act  hdve 
been«approved  and  are  now  in  effect.  The  Act  requires  licensing 
of  all  disposal  sites  in  the  state  including  their  proposed  operation 
and  maintenance  plans.  Applications  for  solid  waste  management 
system  licenses  have  been  sent  to  all  responsible  agencies  and 
parties.  Once  a  system  is  licensed,  the  license  does  not  have  to  be 
renewed  as  long  as  the  licensed  system  is  operated  and  maintained 
in  compliance  with  state  laws  and  regualtions. 

The  Solid  Waste  Management  Bureau  points  out  that  the  two 
most  critical  factors  of  site  selection  are  soil  composition  and 
proximity  to  surface  and  ground  water  sources.  The  Bureau  re- 
minds those  responsible  for  submitting  applications  that  in  many 
areas  the  soil  composition  has  been  mapped  and  evaluated  by  local 
Soil  Conservation  Service  personnel.  This  information  may  be 
readily  available  and  should  be  very  useful.  In  some  cases,  soil 
limitations  can  be  offset  by  landfill  design  and  proper  operation 
and  maintenance  techniques.  Staff  members  of  the  Bureau  are 
available  for  consultation  in  these  areas. 

Since  licensing  is  a  one  time  effort,  the  Bureau  urges  that 
applications  be  as  complete  and  detailed  as  possible  and  offers 
its  assistance  to  any  who  have  questions. 


I.  Planning  grant  applications  being  processed 


Lincoln  County 

North-East  Montana  Solid  Waste  Planning  Committee  (which  includes: 
Roosevelt,  Daniels,  and  Sheridan  Counties;  and  incorporated  communities) 

II.  Grant  Applications  being  developed 

Counties  and  Incorporated  Communities 
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